
  
By the time you 
receive this edition 
of Connect you will 
probably all be 
embarking on 
holidays, closing 
the clubs for the 
summer period or 
taking part in 
residentials with 
young people. Every year it amazes me how 
fast time goes by. I know it sounds like a 
cliché, but it is true. In the world of youth 
work and working with young people there is 
always something to plan for and prepare for, 
be it a residential or a day trip or a project in 
the club. We are always looking forward to the 
next challenge.  
 
On June 30th 2010 WCYP’s AGM took place at 
Dosthill Boys’ Club. The AGM was extremely 
well attended with a number of clubs and 
young people present. Graham and I 
presented certificates and awards to young 
people for their involvement in projects over 
the year. You can read more about this below. 
Pauline Haynes retired as Chairman at the AGM after six years in the role. Angela 
Eadon retired as Vice-Chairman after five years. Our thanks go to Pauline and Angela 
for all their hard work and support and we wish them all the best with future 
endeavours.  
 
There are a number of points of interest in this newsletter that I would like to 
highlight. The coalition government have made a number of announcements regarding 
policy that will affect our sector. These have been outlined below. The announced 
arrangements associated with ISA/VBS have been halted while the new government 
remodels the scheme. Arrangements that will continue are included in the information 
below so please take note of these as they will affect you and your club. 
 
I would like to wish you all a fantastic, exciting, restful and productive summer.  
      

Rob Sabin 

County Director 

 July/August 2010 

Inside this issue 
 

Points of Interest 2 
Sports & Activities 4 

Forthcoming Events 5 
 
Special points of interest: 

 

• The Bradby Club 
• Big Society 
• DfE 
• Vetting & Barring Scheme 
• Youth Opportunity Fund 
• Table Tennis Finals 
• 100 Mile Canoe Test 
• Summer Camp 
• Skern Lodge 
• Fishing Tournament 
• Activity Day 
• Glenborrodale 
• 5-a-side 

 

 



  Page 2 

Bradby Club - New Leader 
 
Rose Piercey retired as leader of The Brady Club on June 16th 2010. Matt Conibere has 
taken over the reigns at the Club and we wish him all the best in his new role. Matt 
has experience of youth work through his time with the V Involved project and has 
recently completed a degree in youth and community work.   
 

AGM  

On Wednesday 30th June 2010 WCYP held its AGM at Dosthill Boys’ Club. The event 
was extremely well attended by affiliated groups, young people and partner 
organisations. A significant number of young were presented with awards and 
certificates for their participation and engagement in our programme of events during 
2009 – 2010. In addition to this Phil Parkin of St John’s Church Boys’ Club received 
the Mary Holbrook Award and Willenhall ABC received the Club of the Year Hitchman 
Trophy. The AGM also provided an opportunity for our Chairman to announce her 
retirement from the Board of Trustees. Pauline has been involved with Boys’ Clubs 
and Clubs for Young People for nearly 30 years and has been Chairman of WCYP for 
the last six years and on the Board for over ten years. Pauline was presented with a 
card and a bouquet of flowers at the AGM. We wish Pauline all the best for the future. 

Big Society  

The Government has launched the Big Society programme, which aims to reform 
society by taking power away from politicians and giving it to people. Details of the 
programme include: 

• Communities are to have a greater say over their local planning system and new 
powers to take over and run public services 

• A new generation of community organisers will be trained to help support 
neighbourhood groups, while a Big Society bank, funded by dormant bank accounts, 
will be used to finance local groups, charities and social enterprises 

• Regional spatial strategies will be abolished, with decision-making powers on 
housing and planning returned to local councils 

• A full review of local government finance and a general power of competence for 
councils will be introduced, aimed at transferring greater power to local government 
level 

• Measures to encourage people to volunteer include the launch of a national Big 
Society Day and the introduction of National Citizen Service for 16 year olds 

• Mutuals, cooperatives and other third sector bodies will be supported to have 
greater involvement in running public services, while public sector workers are to be 
given the right to form employee-owned cooperatives to take over the services they 
deliver 

Further information is available at: 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2010/100518-news-big-
society-launch.aspx 
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Department for Education, DfE 

DCSF has been renamed the Department for Education, and is responsible for 
education and children's services. Michael Gove (Conservative) has been appointed as 
Secretary of State for Education, Tim Loughton (Conservative) as Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families and Sarah Teather (Liberal 
Democrat) as Minister of State for Children and Families. Elsewhere in the Department 
for Education, Nick Gibb has been appointed as schools minister. Further information 
is available at: http://www.education.gov.uk/  
  
The coalition has agreed to bring in the pupil premium to benefit disadvantaged 
children, a commitment in both parties' manifestos, but more comprehensively backed 
by the Lib Dems. Tory plans for state-funded schools to be allowed to be free from 
local authority control also remain intact. An end to child detention immigration 
controls has also been agreed. Further information is available at 
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1002743/?DCMP=EMC-
DailyBulletin  

Department for Education cuts 

The Department for Education has outlined details of how it prepares to make £670m 
efficiency savings this financial year. The National College for Leadership of Schools 
and Children's Services budget is to be cut back by £16m, and £15m is to be reduced 
from the Children's Workforce Development Council, which equates to about 10 per 
cent of its annual budget. Becta (the British Educational Communications and 
Technology Agency) is being disbanded, which will save £10m this year. The Training 
and Development Agency for Schools is being asked to make £30m savings and The 
School Food Trust will lose £1m from its communications budget. The Qualifications 
and Curriculum Development Agency will also make efficiency savings. Further 
information is available at: 
http://cypnow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Education/1005241/Department-Education-
outlines-cuts/  

Child Worker Vetting and Barring scheme to be reviewed 

Home Secretary Theresa May has announced that the vetting scheme for nine million 
people working with children and vulnerable adults in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland has been halted. There will be a review of the entire vetting and barring 
scheme, with a scaling back to "common-sense levels". Further information is 
available at: http://www.nya.org.uk/news/child-worker-vetting-plan-to-be-halted 

Vetting and Barring Scheme (VBS) 

Registration with the Vetting and Barring Scheme (VBS) has been halted to allow the 
government to remodel the scheme.    

Voluntary registration with the VBS for new employees and job-movers working or 
volunteering with children and vulnerable adults was due to start on 26 July. This 
registration has now been stopped.  
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Existing arrangements under the Scheme which will continue 

include the following: 

Since January 2009, the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) has been making 
independent barring decisions. It will continue to maintain two constantly updated 
lists, one for those barred from working with children, the other for those barred from 
working with vulnerable adults.  

Existing requirements concerning Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and Access Northern 
Ireland checks will remain in place, and those entitled to such checks can continue to 
apply for them.  

Employers are still legally obliged to refer information to the ISA if they have moved 
or removed an individual because they have harmed or there is a risk of harm to a 
member of a vulnerable group.  

The scope of the remodelling process – to be co-ordinated by the Home Office in 
partnership with Department of Health and Department for Education – is currently 
being finalised and will be announced shortly.  

For further information check the CRB / AccessNI websites for the latest information 
on the disclosure process. Alternatively, you can contact the CRB Customer Services 
team on 0870 90 90 811 (www.crb.homeoffice.gov.ukor www.accessni.gov.uk )  

The latest guidance about the other aspects of the scheme is available via 
www.direct.gov.ukor www.nidirect.gov.uk/vettingor www.businesslink.gov.uk. The 
VBS contact centre can also provide you with guidance if you call them on 0300 123 
1111 (this is a lo-call number and will only cost you the same as making a local call). 
Best wishes 

Youth Opportunity Fund hit by removal of ring fencing 

The new government has removed the ring fence around the £40.8m allocated to the 
Youth Opportunity Fund. The fund was established as part of the Youth Matters green 
paper in 2005 and has proved popular for giving young people the power to decide 
how hundreds of millions of pounds of government money should be spent on youth 
projects and facilities. Further information is available at: 
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1009175/?DCMP=EMC-
DailyBulletin 

 
 

 
 

Skern Lodge Residential 
 
From Monday 9th to Friday 13th August WCYP will be taking a group of 10 young 
people from a number of WCYP affiliated clubs on a residential to Skern Lodge in 
Devon. We are still looking for young people to fill these places so if any of your 
members would like to come and learn to surf feel free to give us a call here at the 
county office. The week will cost £50 per person and shall be offered on a first come 
first serve basis. 
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100 Mile Canoe Test 
 
During the May Bank Holiday from Friday 28th May to Tuesday 1st June Warwickshire 
Clubs for Young People took part in the National Association of Clubs for Young 
People’s most gruelling challenge of the year… The 100 Mile Canoe Test!! 
 
This event challenges young people from affiliated clubs to paddle 100 miles over the 
four days. WCYP had young people take up the challenge from The Bradby Club, 
Coventry Boys’ Club, the V. Project and Riverhouse School. The test took place on the 
beautiful River Severn starting from Welshpool and finishing 100 miles later at 
Worcester Race Course. The Canoe Test is a National event and this year attracted 
Young People from all over the country with over 200 paddlers taking part. The 
Warwickshire team was made up of young people ranging from 14 to 16 years who all 
took the challenge in their stride and had a very enjoyable and unforgettable 
experience.       
 

Summer camp Tywyn 
 
During the first week of the School Summer Holiday WCYP will be delivering a 
Summer Camp at Veanol Caravan Park, Tywyn in Wales. We shall be taking a group of 
10 young people from the Bradby Club in Rugby who have been involved with fund 
raising for the project by completing a Youth Opportunity Fund application. During the 
week we shall be kayaking, visiting local caves and water falls and mountain climbing.   
 
 

 

 
 

WCYP Fishing Tournament  

 
This event is due to take place on Saturday 18th September at Kingfisher Pool in 
Warwick. Clubs are invited to enter young people into two age groups, junior’s age 11 
to 15yrs (novice) and senior’s age 16 – 19 yrs (experienced fisherman). All 
competitors must hold the relevant Fishing Licence and bring it with them on the day. 
Competitors must bring their own tackle and bait. This must include landing nets and 
keep nets. NO EQUIPMENT WILL BE AVAILABLE TO BORROW. A full set of joining 
instructions have been sent out and are available to download from our website. 

 

Activity Day 

 
This event is due to take place on Saturday 25th September at Blackwell Court, 
Bromsgrove. This is now the forth year the event has been on the Calendar and is an 
extremely enjoyable day out. There are 30 places available and they are being offered 
on a first come first serve basis. A full set of joining instructions have been sent out 
and are available to download from our website. 
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Glenborrodale  

 
From the 9th to 15th October WCYP shall be working in partnership with John Gately 
and the Bradby Club to deliver the “Breakout Project” to young people living in Rugby. 
The project is a week long residential to the CYP Glenborrodale Outdoor Activity 
Centre in the highlands of Scotland. During the week the young people shall take part 
in a number of challenging outdoor activities as well as looking after themselves and 
independent living. 
 

WCYP 5-A-Side Championships  

 
This event is due to take place on Saturday 30th October at the Sports Connexion 
Ryton-on-Dunsmore. This is our biggest event of the year and we expect a lot of 
young people to take part. You can enter teams into the following age groups U12, 
U14, U16 and U19. Joining instructions are available to download from our website 
and shall be sent out closer to the event. If you have any questions please feel free to 
give us a call here at the county office.  
 

 

 
www.wcyp.org.uk 

 

 
 

Medical, Consent and Participation Forms 
This form must be completed by the parent/guardian of any young person taking part 

in any WCYP event. 
 

This form must be returned to the County Office two weeks prior to the event.  Failing to do this will result in 
the activity being postponed or any young person without a consent form will not be able to take part. 

Please do not disappoint your young people. 
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